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IMPERIAL IRRIGATIONDISTRICT
RESOLUTIONNO. 17-2006

SUPPORT OF SALTON SEA RESTORATION PLAN
THAT FULLY PROTECTS liD'S WATER RIGHTS

WHEREAS, the Imperial Irrigation District (liD) has senior vested rights to certain
portions, of the waters of the Colorado River; and

WHEREAS, Colorado River water that is diverted by 110pursuant to its senior
vested water rights is the vital natural resource to the Imperial Valley and the very
foundation for all present and future economic development; and

WHEREAS, the Salton Sea is an important and valuable resource as a
repository for liD's agriculturaldrainwater;and

WHEREAS, the Salton Sea is California's largest inland water body, with
beneficial uses includingfisheries,wildlife habitatand recreation;and

WHEREAS, with the decrease in California wetlands, the Salton Sea ecosystem
is a critical link on the international Pacific flyway, supporting a productive fishery and
approximately 400 species of birds; and

WHEREAS, recent federal and state legislation recognizes the restoration of the
Salton Sea as a critical environmental concern, requiring immediate identification and
implementation of corrective measures to preserve its many beneficial uses; and

WHEREAS, the Salton Sea Authority is a Joint Powers Agency and ~is the
regional agency responsible for assisting in the identification and implementation of
corrective measures to preserve the beneficial uses of the Salton Sea; and

WHEREAS, the state of Californiaand the U.S. Departmentof Interior,Bureauof
Reclamation, are, respectively,the state and federal lead agencies for identifyingand
implementing corrective measures to preserve the beneficial uses of the Salton Sea;
and

WHEREAS, any remediation plan for the Salton Sea must respect liD's water
rights and be consistent with the terms and provisions of existing agreements and
legislation;and

WHEREAS, the Salton Sea Authority Conceptual Plan is consistent with the liD
policy opposing further water transfers from Imperial Valley; and
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WHEREAS, liD, as a member of the Salton Sea Authority, provided funding to
the Salton Sea Authority to assist it in reaching out to stakeholders and educating them
about liD's rights, goals, policies and objectives with respect to the Salton Sea as set
forth in this instant resolution and prior resolutions.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the 110will support a Salton Sea
Restoration Plan that:

1. Preserves and protec~sthe water rights of 110;the uses of water by 110;the
right of liD to recapture and reuse agricultural drainage; the terms and
provisions of the Quantification Settlement Agreement and Related
Agreements; and the benefits accorded to 110 under Water Code section
1013 and under legislation adopted in 2003 to facilitate the Quantification
Settlement Agreement, and SB 277, SB 317, and SB 654.

2. Maintains the Salton Sea as a repository for agricultural drainwater from 110.

3. Includes a 250,000 acre-footfreshwaterreservoirconstructedand maintained
as part of the restorationprojectwithout expenseto 110,with a right for 110to
store water in such reservoir.

4. Accommodates elevation and salinity fluctuations in the Salton Sea reflective
of changes in annual consumptiveuse and drain volumes within the Imperial
Valley.

5. To the extent feasible, while fulfilling items 1 through 4 above, includes
recreation compatible open-water lakes, maximizes economic development
and recreational opportunities and preserves tribal, cultural and historical
values, such as those described in the Salton Sea Authority Conceptual Plan.

PASSED AND ADOPTEDthis' 22ndday of August, 2006.

Secretary
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